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\itorney General Urges
Repeal of Prosecutor Act |

By Charles R. Babcock On other subjects, Smith said: _
Washington Fost Staf Writer ' e He is taking a serious look at
Attorney General William French combining the Drug Enforcement Ad-

Smith yesterday called for immediate
repeal of ‘the Watergate-inspired spe-

- cial prosecutor act, saying it had “se-

vere constitutional problems” and is
“unfair and wasteful.”

At a néws conference, Smith’ said
that if Congress rejects his suggestion
he will recommend that the act be
narrowed: to. cover only the pmndent,
vice president and attorney general.

Smith ‘also said that the attorney:
general, rather than a special court,
should appoint the prosecutor, and.
that the - outside attomey should be
bound - by*'the Justice Department’s
usual standards of prosecutorial dis-
cretion, 7.

A Senafe» subcommittee heard tes--
timony Wednesday from three Carteri
administration officials, who criticized
the act bit:said the law should be re-.
tained aftar changes to prevent mas-
give: investigations of minor crimes
such as the alleged use of cocaine by|
Carter dides 'Hamilton Jordan and
Timothy Kraft.

Jordan—and Kraft were not charged -
after lengthy investigations by special
prosecutars. Critics of the act noted.
that it was unlikely that the two of-.
ficials woild have been investigated
under normal” Justice standards be-!
cause federal drug enforcement au-
thorities target mass distributors rath-
er than individual users.

The news conference was the sec-.
ond held by Smith as attomey gen-
eral, and aides acknowledged that it
was scheduled in part to rebut a re-
cent report in Business Week mag-
azine that said he was off to a slow
startandthatther’umHouseisde
creemg policy on many issues.

"Smith denied that the White House
had set up a “pre-clearance procedure”
to review department policy an-

"nouncements, as the article reported.

Any concept that there is White
House “interference in the discretion

SAViNg wny_he supportec
“He’s better able to articulate his: po- |
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that would normally be apphed here
is just plain wrong,” he said. . .

ministration and the FBI to increase:
the drug enforcement effort. He said
the State and Treasury departments.
must play a more active role in
fighting narcotics abuse. -

[ ® He would not characterize ~the
American Civil Liberties Union as:
part of a “criminal lobby” as White
House counselor Edwin Meese III did
in a recent speech.

e He could not comment on the

possible indictment of interim Team-.
sters Union President Roy L..Wil-,
liams, but he noted that if he were a:
member of an organization whose.
leader was under indictment he would
vote against “somebody who had that
cloud.” -
* e He supported the administration’s:
effort’ ta amend the Foreign Corrupt:
Practices Act, which prohibits Ameri-
can companies from paying bribes
overseas, He said some of the act’s
provisions inhibit US. international
trade, but he rejected a suggestion
that his position could be seen as ad-.
vocating bribery.

¢ He said he eed with the stand
TA Director Wil - Casey I’
seeking authority to make warrantless |

NYWSrooms n Qf ev-

idence_about the disclosure of CIA
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Smith said the reasons _CM
a&v_anced are persuasive” but resisted |
hy_he supported the idea.

The administration is pushing a bill
to ban the unauthorized disclosure of |
the names of CIA officers. b
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